BRISTOL STEINER SCHOOL

NEW ADMISSIONS POLICY

Documents relating to this policy include the New Admissions Outline Flowchart and the Admissions Procedure. Related policies include the Waiting List Policy, the Special Educational Needs Policy and the Finance, Deposit and Bursary Policies.

The Bristol Steiner School is a mainstream school, which aims to be socially inclusive and to treat all applicants fairly and openly. The school does not discriminate on grounds of gender, ethnic origin or religion, nor does it select pupils on the basis of their intellectual or physical ability, except for its capacity to meet their educational, emotional, social or behavioural needs. 

Children will be considered for admission when there is a place available in the class appropriate to the applicant’s age and taking into account the school’s responsibility to the children already in the class. Where there is no vacancy, the application will be placed on a waiting list for interview, according to the school’s Waiting List Policy. Except in exceptional circumstances, Classes 8 and 9 are both closed after the Autumn Term and Class 10 is closed throughout.

Registration for Early Years (ages 3 and 4)
Parents are required to complete a registration form and attend a meeting with Kindergarten teachers. Children are offered places in Playgroup and Kindergarten following the Waiting List Policy as appropriate. Very rarely, an application may be refused where it is clear the school does not have the capacity to meet the child’s needs. 
A separate formal application is required for children as they reach statutory school age.

Applications for children of statutory school age (ages 5 to 16)
Admissions are based on the following information:

1. The completed application form and supporting documents, including

· The child’s previous school report (if applicable)
· Recent examples of the child’s work, particularly English, Maths and Art work (usually for children applying to Class 5 upwards)

· Any existing referrals or reports by educational or health professionals concerning the child, such as a dyslexia report, educational psychologist’s profile, speech and language assessment, CAMHS report, statement of special educational needs 

· Any existing Individual Educational Plan (IEP) 

2. Feedback from a trial visit of one week (which may be extended if necessary) by the pupil to the appropriate class, including:
· Observations of the child emotionally and socially

· Overview of the child within the class setting

· The child’s behaviour towards staff and peers
3. An interview with the family which includes discussion of:

· The child’s history

· The willingness of the family to support the school in its aims to educate their child, as set out in the Parents’ Handbook and the School Agreement

4. Further information: 

· The child’s previous teacher (if applicable) is always contacted for verbal feedback

· As part of the process the family may be required to supply further information about their child and may be requested to arrange for further professional assessment (at their own cost) if necessary

· The family may be requested to make an appointment with the school’s anthroposophical doctor (at the school’s cost)

In exceptional cases, it may be very clear from the application form alone that the school will be unable to meet the child’s needs.  In such cases, the school will inform the parents at this point and will not proceed further with the application.

All admissions for children of statutory school age are subject to one term’s probation (which may be extended if necessary).

Failure to disclose information about the child on the application form may jeopardise the child’s place in the school.

An offer of a place is based on the understanding that the family has made adequate arrangements for the school fees to be paid.
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