
BRISTOL STEINER SCHOOL
SEN POLICY
The School Believes that all children can benefit from access to the Steiner Waldorf curriculum. All children have individual needs, and the school tries to meet these in a way appropriate to the child’s age, stage of development and personal circumstances. 
All the children are being constantly monitored and assessed during their day to day lessons to ensure they are making progress. 

Assessment
In practice, the precise cause of special needs may be varied, multiple and, in some cases, hard to identify.
All children in class 2 and class 4 are formally assessed to check their progress. The results give a picture of the whole class and identify children who might benefit from extra help, if this is available. Children with a specific learning difficulty are likely to need on-going support; others may benefit from short-term intervention. Some support is available in school but parents may prefer to make alternative or additional arrangements.
The School will assess whether a child:-

· Can access the curriculum, learn and make good progress, given that they will be in a class of (approx) 20 children.

· Can be supported adequately by the school’s SENCO given that these resources are limited in the school. 
· Due to their specific learning needs, prevent others from accessing the curriculum.
Response
First Level

· Concerns have been identified in learning or behaviour by teachers or parents
· The class teacher talks to colleagues, parents and carers and establishes any necessary differentiation and observation
· The pupil may be referred to the school doctor
· A child study may be held

Second Level - School Action

· In addition to the above: an IEP (Individual Education Plan) is drawn up
· Therapies or medication may be recommended
· Learning support lessons may begin

Third Level – School Action Plus

· In addition to the above: lack of progress at second level may need the involvement of specialists from outside the school e.g GP, educational psychologist, child psychologist, child psychiatrist, CAMHS, social services, etc.

· Advice from the LEA will be sought if the parents or school decide to request a statutory assessment.

Register
A register is kept listing those children for whom there is concern, and the level of concern.

Admissions
Children with SEN are only accepted into the school if the school feels that the child’s needs can be met, and that there will be no adverse effects of the education of the children already in the school. 
SENCO
The SENCO liaises with members of staff, and parents; maintains the register; liaises with specialists and external agencies; provides information and support where possible; ensures the day-to-day operation of the SEN policy.
If the above procedure is followed and the child is unable to make good progress and/or is preventing others from accessing the curriculum, the College of Teachers will discuss whether the needs of the child are being met. The parents will be informed throughout this process. If the school is not able to meet the educational needs of any child then the parents will be given one term’s notice in which to remove the child to a more suitable setting. 
